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the more so as I do not mean to disobey our uncle and father,
Nor will they ever agree to your proposal; but if you con-
sent to theirs, you may count on my fraternal affection.

Behrdm: See! I am going, and shall in revenge engage
in Illegal acts; and should I be brought to the foot of the
gallows, and you, being wazir, were willing to save my life,
I would not accept it at your hands.

After uttering these words, Behram rushed out and
joined a number of vagabonds, whom he induced to aid
him in his attempts to blast the hopes of his brother.
When Behruz obtained Information of this conspiracy, he
spoke to his uncle and father as follows: ' This matrimonial
scheme has thrown me into great danger.' They rejoined :
* How can that be ? Such happiness would be coveted even
by very high personages/ Behruz continued : * If anyone
knows something about this matter, I ought to be able to
appreciate the honour intended for me. Behram, however,
has entered Into an agreement with some vagabonds to
embitter my life, and I do not know how I shall be able to
escape from their persecutions. It will be best if I leave the
country for a year or two, so as to keep my uncle's daughter
concealed, and for you to spread the report that I have fled
with her to some unknown place. This will disappoint
Behram and cool his love-fits, as well as his anger. If, on the
other hand, I remain at home, enter into family connections,
and neglect my studies, I shall lead a very useless life/

The father and uncle agreed to this proposal, and Behr&z
travelled during ten years in various countries, staying in
different localities to accumulate knowledge. After his
return from his travels, he first visited the capital, where
he cultivated acquaintance with several learned men, who
conceived so high an opinion of his attainments that they
introduced him to the king, who, unwilling again to part
with him, assigned to him a mansion for his use, with
numerous attendants. The king was always melancholy
because he had no offspring. On a certain occasion, how-
ever, a white falcon, happening to alight upon the battle-
ments of the castle, Behrftzs considered the circumstance to